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I am quite sure at the same time that Hindi and Urdu
are bound to grow nearer to each other, not because you and
I may like it or not like it, but because circumstances are
forcing us to develop them as a common language. It
seems to me a sheer waste of energy that these champions of
Urdu should so strongly object to Hindi influence, and vice
versa.
Therefore, I do feel that this renaissance of our provincial
languages that has taken place is a thing which helps towards
unification, and can never be a destructive factor in India.
But apart from the language question, it depends again on
the background of politics as they develop in India, because
languages will be affected by them. For example, there is
the Pakistan controversy. Suppose, for a moment, that Urdu
becomes the official language in Pakistan and Hindi in the
rest of India. If that leads to the destruction of Indian
unity, it is not the fault of the languages but of certain argu-
ments on the political front that are taking place in India.
Languages by themselves, I am convinced, arc not a destruc-
tive factor, not at all a factor leading to disunity, partly
because the languages are akin to each other and the growth
of one helps to build up the others, and anyhow they are not
going to hinder each other's growth.
Apart from this question of politics behind them, ul-
timately it all depends mainly on whether we have some kind
of a common philosophy, common ethical standards, common
artistic standards. If they differ greatly, then those diverg-
ences may show themselves in our languages and may lead
to unfortunate consequences, If there are vital differences
or fundamental differences in our philosophy of life, then the
barriers between nations will remain high. If we have certain
standards of conduct in common, we can get along amicably,
even if we may differ physically, spiritually and artistically.
If not, I can only guess what the future is going to be, I
am not quite competent to know for certain which will
triumph, the good in life or the evil in life.
One thing more before I finish my half hour, and that is
this : in literature everything depends on how much freedom
there is to function. Freedom of thought, freedom of expres-
sion, freedom of occupation, and freedom generally to func-